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ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

1966 


To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors 

In  my  first  Annual  Report  to  you,  I  have  to  record  facts  and  figures 
relating  to  the  year  previous  to  my  appointment.  With  your  agreement,  the 
Report  is  in  a  new  Form.  Divisional  matters  form  the  first  section,  allowing 
comparisons  to  be  made  between  the  three  Urban  Districts  that  constituted 
Health  Division  16of  the  West  Riding  County  Council.  While  I  have  kept  these 
matters  brief,  I  feel  that  they  should  not  be  omitted  as  you  would  wish  to 
know  something  of  the  major  provisions  of  your  Local  Health  Authority. 

The  second  section  relates  to  District  matters;  my  sanitary  Report  and 
that  of  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 

W.  Duncan  Dolton 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Autumn,  1967 


TABLE  1 


PRINCIPAL  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1966 


Rothwell  Garforth  Stanley  Division 
Urban  Urban  Urban  16 

District  District  District 


Population 
Live  Births 


(Mid-year  1966) 
f  Total 
<  Legitimate 
1  I llegitimate  {%  of  total) 


Stillbirths 


Total 
Legitimate 
Deaths  of  J  Illegitimate 

nfants  i  Under  one  week 

Under  four  weeks 
Under  one  year 
Deaths  (All  causes) 


26,950 

459 

441 

18(3.9%) 

11 

7 

6 

1 

6 

6 

7 

425 


18,870  18,770  64,590 

493  372  1,324 

475  354  1,270 

18(3.7%)  18(4.8%)  54(4.1%) 
8  6  25 

4  5  16 

4  5  15 

0  0  1 

2  4  12 

2  4  12 

4  5  15 

172  216  813 


CRUDE  AND  ADJUSTED  RATES 


Live  Births 

17.0 

26.1 

19.8 

20.5 

Live  Births  (adjusted) 

17.4 

24.8 

19.6 

— 

Illegitimate  births 

0.7 

1.0 

1.0 

0.8 

Death 

15.8 

9.1 

11.5 

12.6 

Death  (Adjusted) 

11.8 

12.1 

13.5 

— 

Maternal  Mortality 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

Stillbirths 

23.4 

16.0 

15.9 

18.5 

Perinatal  Mortality 

36.2 

20.0 

26.5 

27.4 

Neo-natal  mortality 

13.1 

4.1 

10.8 

9.1 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  (Under  one  week) 

10.9 

4.1 

10.8 

8.6 

Infant  Mortality : 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

15.3 

8.1 

13.4 

12.1 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000 

legitimate  live  births 

13.6 

8.4 

14.1 

12.0 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 

illegitimate  live  births 

55.5 

0.0 

0.0 

18.5 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

Tuberculosis,  other 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

Tuberculosis,  all  forms 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

Cancer 

1.93 

2.07 

1.76 

1.92 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system 

3.45 

1.32 

1.76 

2.34 

Heart  and  circulatory  disease 

5.38 

3.34 

4.32 

4.47 

Respiratory 

3.12 

1.17 

1.76 

2.15 

Comparability  Factors : 

Births 

1.02 

0.95 

0.99 

Deaths 

0.75 

1.33 

1.17 

All  the  maternal  mortality,  stillbirth  and  perinatal  mortality  rates  are  per  1,000 
live  and  still  births. 
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DIVISIONAL  VITAL  STATISTICS 


The  Birth  Rate  for  the  Division  as  a  whole  was  20.5  per  thousand  inhabi¬ 
tants,  as  compared  with  the  National  average  of  17.7.  The  high  crude  rate 
for  Garforth  is  notable  and,  even  when  adjusted  for  its  young  population, 
is  considerably  higher  than  the  National  average. 

The  Death  Rates  are  very  near  to  the  National  Rate  of  11.7.  Deaths  are 
now  almost  confined  to  the  first  year  of  life  and  late  middle  age  and 
onwards. 


TABLE  2 

RECORD  OF  DEATHS  IN  AGE  GROUPS  -  1966 


ROTHWELLU.D.  GARFORTH  U.D.  STANLEY  U.D. 


AGE 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

Under  1  year 

4 

3 

7 

2 

2 

4 

1 

4 

5 

1  —  5  years 

1 

3 

4 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

5-10 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

10-  15 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15-20 

5 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20-25 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25-35 

2 

1 

3 

3 

— 

3 

5 

— 

5 

35-45 

5 

4 

9 

2 

1 

3 

5 

2 

7 

45-  55 

7 

6 

13 

11 

8 

19 

12 

8 

20 

55-65 

41 

23 

64 

22 

13 

35 

21 

15 

36 

65-  70 

30 

18 

48 

14 

4 

18 

13 

11 

24 

70-  75 

30 

35 

65 

9 

11 

20 

26 

8 

34 

75  -  80 

23 

38 

61 

17 

12 

29 

16 

21 

37 

80-85 

20 

44 

64 

11 

13 

24 

14 

14 

28 

85-90 

12 

43 

55 

5 

6 

11 

5 

4 

9 

Over  90  years 

6 

18 

24 

2 

2 

4 

2 

9 

11 

189 

236 

425 

99 

73 

172 

120 

96 

216 

The  dramatic  change  in  the  causes  of  adult  deaths  is  clearly  shown  in 
Table  3,  the  only  infectious  disease  deaths  being  those  of  the  respiratory 
tract  —  influenza,  pneumonia  and  bronchitis,  the  great  killers  of  today  being 
cancer  and  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulation.  28  persons  —  23  of  them 
men  —  lost  their  lives  from  cancer  of  the  lung,  and  1 1  women  from  cancer  of 
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the  breast.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  increasing  health  education  for  the  prevention 
and  early  detection  of  these  cancers  will  be  successful.  440  persons  were 
certified  as  dying  with  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulation.  While  there  are 
differences  in  the  numbers  of  notifications  In  the  Urban  Districts,  It  should 
be  borne  in  mind  that  St  George's  Hospital,  situated  in  Rothwell,  is  often  the 
final  home  of  many  elderly  folk,  most  of  whom  were  previously  resident 
outside  the  area. 


TABLE  3 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  1966 

Rothwell 

U.D. 

Garforth 

U.D. 

Stanley 

U.D. 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2  Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3  Syphilitic  disease 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4  Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5  Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6  Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8  Measles 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

7 

3 

3 

2 

2 

4 

1 1  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

8 

1 

11 

1 

4 

3 

12  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

7 

— 

2 

— 

13  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

14  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

9 

13 

13 

7 

9 

15  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

16  Diabetes 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

17  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

31 

62 

14 

11 

18 

15 

18  Coronary  disease,  angina 

47 

40 

19 

18 

37 

12 

19  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

2 

— 

3 

— 

3 

20  Other  Heart  disease 

14 

31 

9 

6 

8 

15 

21  Other  circulatory  disease 

2 

8 

3 

5 

2 

4 

22  Influenza 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

23  Pneumonia 

20 

33 

6 

4 

3 

3 

24  Bronchitis 

20 

9 

9 

1 

16 

6 

25  Other  disease  of  the  respiratory  system 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

3 

26  Ulcer  of  the  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

27  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

28  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

2 

29  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

30  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

31  Congenital  malformations 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

32  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

12 

15 

3 

4 

7 

11 

33  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

7 

— 

3 

— 

3 

— 

34  All  other  accidents 

2 

4 

2 

1 

5 

— 

35  Suicide 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

36  Homicide  and  operations  of  War 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

ALL  CAUSES 

189 

236 

99 

73 

120 

96 
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It  is  pleasing  to  record  an  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  the  Division  of  12.1 
per  one  thousand  live  births.  This  is  considerably  better  than  the  National 
figure  of  19.0.  There  is,  however,  a  slight  excess  of  very  early  deaths  of 
infants  in  the  Rothwell  Urban  District.  Of  the  16  children  who  died  in  the 
first  year  of  life,  six  were  born  with  congenital  abnormalities  not  compatible 
with  a  long  continued  existence. 


TABLE  4 

INFANT  MORTALITY  IN  1966 
Deaths  from  Stated  Causes  under  One  Year  of  Age 


Cause  of  Death 


OJ 

0) 

5 


0) 

■O 

c 

D 


(/) 

(U 
0} 

5 

CN  CO 


I 


CO 

0) 

(U 

2 


V)  ^ 
03 

03  -O 

I  i 


I  I  ^ 

CN  00  h- 


V) 

</3 

(/> 

(/) 

-C  ^ 

JZ 

*-> 

.c 

*-> 

sz 

+-> 

11 

c 

o 

c 

o 

c 

o 

E 

E 

E 

CN  ^ 

00 

<X) 

05 

CO 

1 

1 

00 

1 

CD 

1  O 
Gi  F- 

Pulmonary  Atelectasis 
Multiple  Congential  abnorm¬ 
alities  2 


^  Gastro  enteritis 

3  Shock  and  Asphyxia  1 

_i 

-i  Renal  failure  ) 

^  Broncho-pneumonia) 

f  Hypoplasia  of  lungs 
O  Eventration  of  L. Cupola 

diaphragm  1 


Prematurity 

Pre-viability 

Pre-eclampsia  1 

Q 

^  Hydrocephalus  and  associated 

f  abnormalities  2 

O  Gastro-enteritis  — 

LL 

^  Haemorrhagic  broncho-pneumonia  — 

O 

Broncho-pneumonia 

Mongolism  — 

3  Acute  liver  necrosis  1 

^  Atelectasis  1 


Z  Cerebral  haemorrhage 
^  Meningo  myelocoele  1 

CO  . 

Extreme  prematurity 

Birth  weight  1  lb.  12  ozs.  1 


2  _  _  _  _  2 

1  _  _  _  _  1 

1  _  _  -  _  1 

0  1  -  -  -  1 

1  _  _  _  _  1 

1  _  _  _  _  1 

2  -  -  -  -  2 

0  1  -  -  -  1 

0  -  1  -  -  1 

0  -  1  -  -  1 

1  _  _  _  _  1 

1  _  _  _  _  1 

1  _  _  _  _  1 

1  _  _  _  _  1 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


As  noted  above,  from  Table  2,  there  were  few  deaths  from  Infectious  Disease 
during  the  year.  The  number  of  notifications  can  be  noted  from  Table  5;  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  only  disease  notified  at  all  commonly  is  Measles.  At  the 
time  of  writing  it  is  hoped  that  protection  against  this  illness  will  be  available 
in  the  near  future. 


Q 

D 


iii 


O 

(T 


d 

D 

I 

h~ 

QC 

O 

U- 

QC 

< 

O 


d 

d 

> 

UJ 


< 

H 

CO 


TABLE  5 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1966 


Disease 


in 

CD 

(O 

o> 

CD 

Oi 

(/) 

(/) 

1/i 

0) 

0) 

O) 

O) 

O) 

CD 

(0 

CO 

— 

— 

CO 

CO 

CO 

MW 

CO 

CO 

CO 

o 

o 

o 

1- 

1- 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

11 

42 

63 

Pneumonia 

30 

13 

7 

Acute  Anterior  Encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

9 

7 

7 

Whooping  Cough 

36 

12 

17 

Measles 

242 

291 

210 

Sonne  Dysentery 

21 

22 

12 

Food  poisoning 

2 

— 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

5 

3 

1 

Observation 

31 

34 

66 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

27 

7 

33 

Pneumonia 

1 

— 

1 

Acute  Anterior  Encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

13 

4 

6 

Measles 

56 

91 

158 

Sonne  Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

Observation 

7 

12 

17 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

19 

15 

Pneumonia 

4 

5 

Acute  Anterior  Encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

— 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

11 

— 

2 

Measles 

46 

190 

91 

Sonne  Dysentery 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

Observation 

5 

9 

12 

> 

(/) 

e 

U 

(0 

b. 

(0 

£. 

<T5 

^  ^  VU  UJ 

S  BO)  CD 

CD 

0) 

0) 

0) 

O  I"*-  O) 

c 

0) 

> 

> 

O 

0) 

> 

in 

^  dj  <0  ' 

>* 

(D 

CO 

C  M  4->  M 

0) 

T3 

C 

D 

1 

1 

in 

1 

in 

1 

in 

> 

o 

^  5G  a.^ 

0)  S  </)  <D 
0)^0  0) 
<  ox  Q 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_  _  _ 

— 

22 

39 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

4 

-  1  53 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  —  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_  _  _ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

2  -  - 

4 

7 

3 

2 

1 

— 

—  —  — 

5 

129 

75 

1 

1 

3 

— 

3 

4 

— 

1  -  - 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

—  —  _ 

1 

22 

9 

7 

7 

5 

16 

-  66  1 

_ 

_ 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_  _  _ 

2 

10 

19 

1 

— 

— 

1  -  - 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

-  -  10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  —  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_  _  _ 

1 

1 

3 

2 

5 

98 

53 

— 

— 

— 

2  -  - 

4  2  -  4  3  4  -  17  1 

_  4  11  - 

-  -  -  --  --  -  6 


-  2  - 

7  58  26 


6  3  -  11  1  -  12  - 


TOTAL 


8 


As  will  be  seen  from  Table  7,  there  were  8  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuber¬ 
culosis,  and  one  case  of  non-pulmonary  notified  during  the  year,  compared 
with  14  pulmonary  and  1  non-pulmonary  in  1965.  The  number  of  cases  on 
the  Registers  at  the  end  of  the  year  were: 


District 

Males 

TABLE  6 

Pulmonary 

Females 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males  Females 

Rothwell  U.D. 

52 

27 

12 

3 

Garforth  U.D. 

21 

18 

1 

4 

Stanley  U.D. 

7 

10 

2 

1 

Total 

80 

55 

15 

8 

TABLE  7 

TUBERCULOSIS  -  NEW  CASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  1966 
ROTHWELLU.D.  GARFORTH  U.D.  STANLEY  U.D. 


Pul- 

Non— Pul- 

Pul- 

Non— Pul- 

Pul- 

Non— Pul 

monary 

monary 

monary 

monary 

monary 

monary 

Age 

M  F 

M  F 

M  F 

M  F 

M  F 

M  F 

0  —  1  year 

1  —  5  years 
5—10  years 

—  — 

-  1 

—  — 

—  — 

—  — 

—  — 

10—15  years 
15—20  years 
20  —  25  years 
25  —  35  years 

4  - 

-  1 

35  —  45  years 
45  —  55  years 

1  - 

-  1 

55  —  65  years 
Over  65  years 

1  - 

Totals 

6  - 

-  1 

-  1 

_  _ 

-  1 

_  — 
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PERSONAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


Care  of  Mothers  and  Babies  —  It  has  been  realised  for  many  years  that  a  lack 
of  skill  in  the  person  conducting  a  confinement  can  have  tragic  and  life-long 
results  for  the  baby.  The  training  and  supervision  of  Midwives  now  ensures 
that  not  only  care  at  the  confinement,  but  in  the  pregnancy  and  post-natal 
period  are  also  of  the  best.  Only  in  this  way  can  we  ensure  the  best  possible 
health  of  mothers  and  babies.  Recently  there  has  been  a  call  by  some  for  all 
deliveries  to  take  place  in  Hospital.  Even  if  this  is  desirable,  it  will  not  be 
attainable  for  many  years  to  come  and  the  Divisional  Domiciliary  Midwifery 
Service  will  continue  not  only  to  provide  expert  ante-  and  post-natal  care, 
but  to  conduct  deliveries  in  the  home.  It  is  a  cause  for  concern  that  four  out 
of  ten  mothers  in  the  Division  are  still  confined  in  their  own  homes.  The 
accepted  National  figure  is  that  seven  out  of  ten  should  have  Hospital  confine¬ 
ments.  It  is  probable  that  with  the  housing  and  social  conditions  of  the  area 
that  even  this  figure  is  too  low  for  the  local  situation.  From  the  following 
Table  will  be  seen  the  numbers  of  deliveries  at  home  and  In  hospital  for  the 
three  Urban  Districts,  and  the  percentage  of  home  confinements. 


TABLE  8 


Domiciliary 

Hospital 

Percentage  of 

District 

Deliveries 

Deliveries 

Domiciliary 

Deliveries 

Rothwell  Urban  District 

182 

288 

38.7 

Garforth  Urban  District 

202 

299 

40.3 

Stanley  Urban  District 

194 

184 

50.1 

Total  for  Division 

578 

771 

42.8 

The  responsibility  for  the  care  of  the  baby  becomes  that  of  the  Health 
Visitor  on  the  eleventh  day.  She  will  give  advice  on  all  aspects  of  the  care  of 
the  baby.  At  three  months  immunisation  against  Infectious  Diseases  is  under¬ 
taken  by  the  family  doctor  or  Clinic  and  it  is  the  Health  Visitor  who  will,  in 
many  cases  continue  to  supervise  the  health  of  the  child  through  the  school 
years.  During  the  year.  Health  Visitors  visited  6,340  children  under  the  age 
of  5.  They  also  visited,  of  course,  expectant  mothers  and  the  aged.  A  prime 
duty  is  Health  Education  to  all  sections  of  the  community. 

Care  of  the  Pre-School  Child  —  Increasing  concern  is  being  felt  at  National 
level  at  the  lack  of  amenities  for  the  pre-school  child.  There  is  no  registered 
child  minder  in  the  Division,  but  it  is,  of  course,  the  unregistered  child  minder 
who  is  the  cause  for  concern.  The  Co-ordinating  Committee  for  the  care  of 
children  neglected  or  ill-treated  in  their  own  homes  met  once  during  the 
year.  Health  Visitors  work  closely  with  their  colleagues  in  the  N.S.P.C.C. 
and  the  Children's  Department. 
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Care  of  the  School  Child  —  During  the  year,  1,936  pupils  received  a  full 
medical  examination.  It  is  no  cause  for  pride  that  in  only  23  of  these  was 
their  physical  condition  considered  unsatisfactory.  Any  one  of  these  should 
be  considered  a  disgrace  in  a  Country  of  our  standards  of  living.  1,239  pupils 
were  not  considered  to  warrant  medical  examination  under  the  scheme  in 
which  the  Medical  Officer  assesses  report  from  the  parents,  teachers  and 
school  nurses  —  a  considerable  increase  on  1965  (756).  School  Nurses  under¬ 
took  22,438  examinations  and  found  220  pupils  infested. 

While  the  family  doctor  rightly  assumes  the  greater  responsibility  for  the 
care  of  the  general  health  of  the  school  child,  the  School  Medical  Service 
concentrates  on  those  defects  liable  to  have  a  detrimental  effect  on  educa¬ 
tion.  Most  obvious  of  these  are  defects  of  vision  and  hearing.  655  children 
were  treated  for  errors  of  refraction  (including  squint)  and  389  had  spect¬ 
acles  prescribed.  There  were  11  children  known  to  be  in  schools  with  hearing 
aids  and  3,  out  of  844  six  to  seven  year  olds  routinely  tested  for  hearing, 
were  referred  during  the  year  for  special  hearing  tests.  Two  other  children 
were  referred  for  other  reasons. 

While  some  children  fall  to  benefit  from  school  from  a  physical  defect, 
e.g.  deafness,  others  do  not  do  so  because  of  limited  Intelligence.  There  were 
45  children  known  to  require  special  educational  treatment  for  mental  handi¬ 
cap. 

It  is  possible  that  children  who  have  neither  physical  nor  mental  defect 
may  also  not  get  on  well  at  school.  It  is  often  found  that  they  have  an 
emotional  problem  and  63  pupils  were  treated  at  Child  Guidance  Clinics 
during  the  year  at  the  Central  Clinic,  Oulton  Lane,  Rothwell. 

Care  of  the  Aged  —  As  years  pass,  an  Increasing  proportion  of  the  Home 
Nurses'  time  is  spent  in  caring  for  the  aged.  38,276  visits  were  paid  by  Home 
Nurses  during  the  year  and  of  these  25,008  were  to  the  aged.  Chiropody  Is 
also  provided 

Home  Helps  —  Home  Helps  also  do  not  exclusively  care  for  the  elderly  but, 
the  vast  majority  of  the  hours  worked  is  spent  with  those  aged  65  or  over. 
The  72,215  hours  employed  were  worked  by  113  Home  Helps. 

The  incontinent  pad  service  continues  to  be  widely  used  and  much 
appreciated. 
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PREVENTION  OF  DISEASE 

The  Local  Health  Authority  Services  have  long  been  known  as  the  preven¬ 
tive  medical  services.  It  is  encouraging  to  see  our  colleagues  in  Hospital  and 
general  practice  becoming  increasingly  involved  In  preventive  medicine.  There 
are  three  main  fields  in  the  prevention  of  disease  other  than  that  of  sanitary 
hygiene  —  Immunisation,  Health  Education,  and  pre-symptomatic  detection 
of  abnormalities. 

Immunisation  —  From  the  tables  9,  10  and  11  can  be  seen  the  number  of 
children  immunised  against  Diphtheria,  pertussis,  tetanus,  poliomyelitis, 
smallpox.  B.C.G.  is  routinely  given  to  children  before  leaving  school  to  give 
added  protection  against  Tuberculosis.  It  is  also  given  to  children  irrespective 
of  age  who  are  contacts  of  known  cases  of  Tuberculosis.  This  work  continues 
to  be  of  vital  importance  in  the  saving  of  lives. 


TABLE  9 


Primary 

Children  born  in  year  — 

1  mmunisatior« 

Course 

1966 

1965 

1964 

1963 

pre-1963 

Total 

Poliomyelitis 

485 

743 

82 

39 

117 

1,466 

Diphtheria 

525 

542 

46 

14 

113 

1,240 

Pertussis 

525 

542 

42 

14 

28 

1,151 

Tetanus 

525 

542 

46 

14 

288 

1,415 

TABLE 

10 

Re-inforcing 

Children  born  in  year  — 

Doses 

1966 

1965 

1964 

1963 

pre-1963 

Total 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

22 

— 

— 

866 

888 

Diphtheria 

— 

64 

15 

5 

1,078 

1,161 

Pertussis 

— 

61 

11 

5 

23 

100 

Tetanus 

— 

64 

15 

5 

690 

774 

Age  at 

TABLE  11 

Smallpox  Vaccination 

Number  of  Persons  Vaccinated 

(or  Re-vaccinated) 

date  of 

during  year 

Vaccination 

Number 

Number 

Vaccinated 

Re-vaccinated 

0  —  3  months 

4 

— 

3  —  6  months 

21 

— 

6  —  9  months 

38 

— 

9—12  months 

60 

— 

1  year 

418 

— 

2  —  4  years 

101 

1 

5—14  years 

51 

12 

Total 

693 

13 

B.C.G,  Vaccination  —  386  school  children  were  vaccinated.  Vaccination  is 
also  given  to  children,  irrespective  of  age,  who  are  contacts  of  known  cases 
of  Tuberculosis  and  30  children  were  vaccinated  during  the  year. 
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Health  Education  —  Health  education  has  been  given  by  Midvyives,  Health 
Visitors  and  Public  Health  Inspectors.  While  it  is  hoped  that  all  expectant  and 
young  mothers  and  school  children  receive  Health  Education,  the  rest  of  the 
population  usually  only  occasionally  gets  advice  on  health  matters.  An  en¬ 
couraging  feature  is  the  increase  of  National  health  education  campaigns 
utilising  posters  and  television.  There  Is  a  need  for  continued  health  education 
to  the  young  about  the  dangers  of  smoking,  and  to  the  adult  population  on 
the  hazards  of  atmospheric  pollution  by  smoke,  and  the  prevention  of  dental 
carles  by  the  adjustment  of  the  natural  fluoride  concentration  in  the  drinking 
water. 

Early  detection  of  Disease  —  Mass  Chest  X-ray  has  long  been  accepted  as  a 
useful  tool  for  the  discovery  of  tuberculosis  before  the  disease  has  given  rise 
to  symptoms.  The  reduction  in  tuberculosis  must,  in  part,  be  ascribed  to  this 
Service. 

Recently  attention  has  been  focussed  on  cervical  cytology  as  a  means 
of  detecting  cancer  of  the  womb.  It  is  hoped  that  in  the  future  much  ill- 
health  will  be  prevented  by  the  early  detection  and  arrest  of  the  disease 
processes.  It  would  seem  that  the  Local  Health  Authority  Is  well  placed  to 
make  the  necessary  administrative  arrangements  for  such  services. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


Milk  and  Dairies 

Milk  samples  taken  19 

Food  and  Drugs  Inspections 

Meat  Inspections  1,068 

Bakehouses  26 

Food  Inspections  290 

Ice  Cream  Sampling  21 

Fish  Shop  Inspections  20 

Housing 

Houses  inspected  and  recorded  230 

General  Surveys  20 

Public  Health  Inspections  110 

Re-visits  50 

Offensive  Trades 

Inspection  of  Knackers  Yard  6 

Sanitary  Matters 

Inspection  for  Rat  and  Mice  Infestation  153 

Smoke  Observations  26 

Inspection  re  Refuse  Removal  and  Disposal  396 

Factories  and  Workshops  31 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  8 

Inspection  for  Nuisances  140 

Council  house  Inspections  and  repairs  4,212 

Miscellaneous  180 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 


Housing  continues  to  have  a  greater  effect  upon  the  health  of  the  population 
than  any  other  single  environmental  factor.  There  were  6,547  dwelling  houses 
in  the  District  in  the  year,  of  which  84  were  back  to  back.  A  number  of  these 
have  been  represented  as  unit,  but  it  was  felt  that,  at  the  end  of  the  year  there 
were  190  unfit  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  no  representations  had  yet  been 
made.  There  were  17  houses  in  Clearance  Areas  or  unfit  elsewhere.  33  houses 
were  demolished  in  the  year  under  review,  while  8  were  made  fit  and  other 
houses  had  defects  remedied. 

During  the  year,  93  persons  were  re-housed  from  Clearance  areas,  but  no 
action  was  required  to  relieve  overcrowding. 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  155  new  buildings  were  completed  by  private 
enterprise  and  26  by  the  Local  Authority. 

35  Improvements  were  completed  during  the  year,  while  41  applications 
were  received  and  approved. 

Further  comments  on  Housing  and  Slum  Clearance  will  be  found  in  the 
Senior  Public  Health  Inspector's  Report. 

Water  Supply  —  Wakefield  and  District  Water  Board  continue  to  be  responsible 
for  the  supply  and  distribution  of  water  to  your  Urban  District.  No  complaint 
has  been  received  in  respect  of  either  the  quality  or  the  quantity  of  the  water. 
Occasional  samples  of  water  are  taken  and  submitted  for  analysis. 

Sewage  Disposal  —  No  change  has  taken  place  during  the  year  and  the  results 
and  effluents  have  been  satisfactory. 

Drains  and  Sewers  —  There  still  remain  to  be  carried  out  improvements  to  the 
Lime-pit  Lane  and  Potovens  Lane  sewers  which  are  too  small  at  times  of  heavy 
rain. 

Public  Cleansing,  etc  —  Matters  relating  to  Public  Cleansing,  Meat  and  Food 
Inspection,  Smoke  abatement,  etc.,  are  fully  dealt  with  in  the  Report  of  the 
Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 

Factories,  Workshops,  and  Outwork  —  There  were  46  premises  on  the  Register 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  31  inspections  were  made.  No  defects  were  found. 
There  are  now  no  Outworkers  in  the  District. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

and 

CLEANSING  SUPERINTENDENT 
for  the  year 
1966 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Stanley  Urban  District  Council 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  16th  report  upon  the  work  carried  out  by  your  Public 
Health  Department. 

As  in  past  years  many  of  the  reports  of  inspections  and  much  of  the 
statistical  data  are  to  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  availability  of  building  labour  for  general  housing  repair  work  has 
become  easier  and  the  carrying  out  of  repair  work  has  been  brought  reasonably 
up  to  date.  The  Council's  direct  labour  repair  department  still  found  difficulty 
however  in  obtaining  the  service  of  bricklayers  to  cope  with  the  necessary 
repair  work  to  their  1,900  or  so  Council  houses  and  it  was  again  necessary  to 
contract  out  such  work  as  wall  pointing  and  plastering.  Other  trades  seem  to 
be  plentiful  and  generally  speaking  the  repairs  to  these  are  up  to  date.  Costs 
of  building  labour  continued  to  increase  sharply  and  this  made  the  cost  of 
repairs  to  many  older  type  properties  prohibitive  and  reduced  the  number  of 
houses  which  were  available  for  letting.  The  Council's  continued  Slum 
Clearance  progress  together  with  the  sale  of  almost  all  houses  which  became 
empty,  has  continued  to  reduce  the  number  of  housing  repair  complaints 
received  by  the  department. 

Once  more  the  building  of  new  houses  throughout  the  area  has  continued 
on  a  very  extensive  scale  but  again  the  majority  of  these  new  houses  have  been 
taken  over  by  people  from  neighbouring  districts  as  shown  in  the  great  Increase 
in  the  estimated  population  of  the  district.  With  the  exception  of  the  building 
of  the  small  number  of  new  Council  houses  once  again  the  major  portion  of 
the  labour  employed  in  the  building  of  these  new  houses  has  been  brought  in 
by  outside  contractors  so  that  there  has  been  no  extra  ordinary  demand  upon 
local  labour. 

The  Council  Slum  Clearance  work  on  their  Second  five  years  programme 
has  continued  and  during  the  year  a  further  17  houses  have  been  dealt  with. 

Standard  Improvement  grants  have  continued  steadily  during  the  year 
being  chiefly  confined  to  the  owner  occupied  cottage  which  would  otherwise 
in  many  cases  have  deteriorated  into  Slum  Clearance  houses.  The  credit 
squeeze  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  which  resulted  In  the  Council  dis¬ 
continuing  to  lend  money  for  house  purchase  appeared  to  have  very  little 
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effect  upon  the  sale  of  these  smaller  type  houses  which  are  very  popular 
purchases  and  provide  good  homes  after  improvement. 

At  the  end  of  1966  there  were  288  applicants  for  Council  houses  and 
240  for  bungalows  or  one  bedroomed  flats. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year  shortage  of  staff  interfered  with  the  work 
of  the  department  as  there  was  no  Additional  Inspector.  Mr  B.  Schofield 
however  was  appointed  in  the  department  from  1.3.66  and  this  greatly 
relieved  the  position  which  had  appertained  since  the  previous  September. 

Meat  inspection  work  has  again  taken  up  a  considerable  amount  of  the 
departments'  time  as  slaughtering  has  continued  on  a  large  scale  throughout 
the  year.  All  meat  killed  in  the  district  Is  inspected  and  marked  in  accordance 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Meat  Regulations  1963. 

I  should  like  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Council  for  the  encouragement  and  consideration  they  have  given  me 
during  the  past  twelve  months. 


Abatement  of  Nuisances 
Number  of  Choked  drains  and  W.C's  cleared 
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Sink  wastes  repaired 

Defective  drains  repaired 

Water  closets  repaired 

Inspection  chambers  repaired 

Eavesgutters/downspouts  repaired 

House  roofs  and  damp  walls  repaired 

Flooded  cellars 

Damp  houses  remedied 

House  floors  repaired 

Walls  replastered 

New  sinks  fixed 

Windows  re-corded  and  repaired 
Fireplaces  repaired 
Defective  dustbins  removed 
Beetle  infested  premises 
Rat  Infested  premises 
Burst  services 
W.C.  Soil  pipes  repaired 
Doors  repaired/renewed 
Cooking  ranges  repaired 
Defective  chimneys 
Accumulations  of  refuse 
Dangerous  buildings 


2 

9 

14 

6 

12 

8 

20 

24 

3 

2 

2 

5 

2 


258 

4 

153 


4 

12 

7 

2 

2 

2 

10 
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MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTIONS 


Meat  and  Food  Inspection  has  taken  up  a  great  deal  of  time  as  slaughtering 
increased  again  during  the  year  and  1,598  more  carcases  were  inspected  during 
the  period  than  last  year. 

No  alteration  was  made  in  the  Council's  charges  for  meat  marking  which 
continues  at  —  Cattle  9d  per  carcase;  Pigs  6d  per  carcase;  Sheep  3d  per  carcase. 
During  the  year  £128  was  realized  from  private  slaughterhouses  and  £684 
from  Farm  Stores. 

4  Slaughterhouse  licences  were  renewed  for  a  further  period  of  12  months 
to  the  end  of  December  1966,  followed  by  an  inspection  by  an  Inspector  from 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  &  Food,  who  found  nothing  to  complain 
of.  The  proposed  housing  development  by  the  Council  in  Bolus  Lane  will 
probably  raise  problems  with  the  Slaughterhouse  of  E.  Chapman  being  so 
near  but  proposals  by  the  Council  to  acquire  this  Slaughterhouse  in  an 
attempt  to  avoid  this  trouble  and  allow  better  development  of  the  site  do  not 
appear  to  be  moving  towards  a  successful  conclusion. 

Whilst  there  was  some  weekend  slaughtering,  100%  meat  inspection  was 
carried  out  by  arrangements  with  the  butchers  concerned  and  it  was  not 
thought  necessary  to  apply  any  limitation  to  hours  of  slaughtering  to  obviate 
this.  The  majority  of  the  slaughtering  was  carried  out  during  reasonable 
working  hours. 

The  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  as  in  past  years,  have  been 
helpful  in  examining  and  advising  upon  any  specimens  of  a  doubtful  character 
which  have  been  taken  to  them  for  examination. 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  list  of  condemnations  that  no  Tuberculosis  has 
been  detected  in  any  bovine  inspected  during  the  year  although  the  majority 
of  animals  slaughtered  were  cows  which  at  one  time  were  subject  to  a  very 
high  incidence  rate. 

Farm  Stores  Ltd  continue  to  expand  In  size  and  methods  of  production 
and  are  now  extending  the  factory  to  include  a  new  sausage  and  meat 
manufacturing  room  which  should  be  a  great  improvement  over  the  existing 
arrangements  of  working.  The  new  bakehouse  continues  to  work  satisfactorily 
and  the  management  of  the  factory  are  only  too  glad  to  co-operate  in  any 
way  to  improve  production  methods  in  all  departments. 

26  visits  were  made  to  premises  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  and 
associated  Hygiene  Regulations  and  in  only  very  isolated  instances  was  action 
necessary  and  the  defects  remedied  without  any  statutory  action  being 
required. 

During  the  year  only  2  cases  were  reported  of  unsound  items  being  sold 
to  the  public.  In  each  case  the  Council  did  not  warrant  the  offence  sufficient 
to  prosecute.  Warning  letters  were  sent  to  the  firms  concerned. 

There  are  two  poultry  processing  premises  In  the  district,  but  in  each  case 
killing  Is  only  on  a  small  scale  during  the  Christmas  and  other  similar  periods. 
Six  visits  were  made  to  these  premises  during  the  year.  The  number  of  birds 
killed  is  not  known  in  view  of  the  sporadic  nature  of  the  slaughtering  times 
and  none  were  Inspected. 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cattle 

excluding 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

283 

632 

5 

4,478 

28,834 

Number  Inspected 

283 

632 

5 

4,478 

28,834 

All  Diseases  except  Tuber¬ 
culosis  and  Cysticirci  :  — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

52 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

20 

69 

Nil 

72 

3,545 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis 

7% 

10.9% 

Nil 

1 .6% 

12.3% 

T uberculosis  Only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

683 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2.4% 

Cysticercus 

Carcases  affected 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  subjected  to  freez¬ 
ing  treatment 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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Details  of  visits,  animals  slaughtered  and  condemnations  made  are  as  follows: 


Total  visits 

1,068  Cows  inspected 

632 

Cattle 

283 

Carcases  marked  under 

Pigs 

28,834 

(Public  Health  Meat 

Sheep 

4,478 

Regulations) 

34,232  Calves 

5 

Condemnations 

Bovine  heads 

1 

Bruising 

Bovine  livers 

11 

Angioma 

7 

Telangiectasis 

21 

Abscessed 

2 

Peritonitis 

2 

Flukes 

16 

Cirrhosis 

• 

10 

Distomatosis 

Bovine  udders 

11 

Mastitis 

Pig  Carcase  and  all  Organs 

28 

Septic  Pneumonia 

1 

Generalised  Tuberculosis 

5 

Septicaemia 

1 

Decomposition 

13 

Pyaemia 

4 

Emaciation  and  Oedema 

Pig  heads 

682 

Tuberculosis 

Pig  livers 

99 

Cirrhosis 

1 

Abscessed 

24 

Peritonitis 

92 

Necrosis 

4 

Flukes 

865 

Ascaris 

Pig  lungs  (sets  of) 

2,019 

Pneumonia 

98 

Pleurisy 

Pig  plucks 

441 

Pleurisy  &  Peritonitis 

Pig  hearts 

254 

Pericarditis 

Pig  kidneys 

14 

Cystic 

18 

Nephritis 

Pig  flair  fats 

108 

Peritonitis 

Pig  legs 

747  lbs. 

Bruising 

15  lbs. 

Fractured 

80  lbs. 

Arthritis 

497  lbs. 

Abscessed 

87  lbs. 

Decomposition 

Pig  hocks 

1 

Abscesses 

129 

Arthritis 

Pig  foot 

2  lbs. 

Arthritis 

Pig  mesenteric  fats 

7  lbs. 

Tuberculosis 

Pig  livers 

61 

Flukes 

2 

Cirrhosis 

22 

Necrosis 

Pig  lungs 

5 

Parasites 
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MILK  AND  OTHER  FOODS 


19  official  samples  of  milk  were  purchased  from  retailers  in  the  district  and 
submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  analysis.  All  were  reported  as  being 
genuine  milks. 

Most  of  the  milk  sold  in  the  district  is  processed  and  bottled  at  the  small 
number  of  large  dairies  in  nearby  towns  where  a  close  check  is  made  on  quality 
and  cleanliness.  These  dairies  have  their  own  laboratories  and  qualified  staff 
for  this  purpose  and  under  these  circumstances  more  frequent  sampling  would 
appear  to  be  unnecessary.  Only  two  dealers  deliver  untreated  milk  in  the  area. 

Homogenised  milk  is  being  supplied  in  large  quantities  by  the  various 
dairies. 

290  visits  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  Inspecting  the  various  food  shops 
and  food  preparation  premises  in  the  district.  It  was  found  necessary  to 
condemn  the  following  articles  of  food  because  of  decomposition. 


112  lbs. 

Ox  Tongue 

18  lbs. 

Jellied  Veal 

6  lbs. 

Pork  Tenderloin 

12  lbs. 

Corned  Beef 

24  lbs. 

Pressed  Ham 

89  lbs. 

Smoked  Ham 

20  lbs. 

Chopped  Pork 

4  lbs. 

Brisket 

12  lbs. 

Stewed  Steak 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960 


Fish  &  Chip 
Shops 

Grocers 

Confectioners 

Butchers 

Number  of  premises 

17 

37 

18 

5 

Number  of  premises  to  com¬ 
ply  with  Regulation  16 

17 

37 

18 

5 

Number  of  premises  to  which 
Regulation  19  applies 

17 

17 

Nil 

5 

Number  of  premises  to  com¬ 
ply  with  Regulation  19 

17 

17 

Nil 

5 
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BAKEHOUSES 


26  inspections  were  made  of  the  bakehouses  in  the  district  where  only  minor 
defects  were  found  and  which  were  made  good  on  verbal  intimation  to  the 
owners  concerned.  There  are  only  3  bakehouses  in  the  district. 

ICE  CREAM 

21  samples  of  Ice  Cream  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  and  all 
these  were  Grade  1. 

There  are  no  Ice  Cream  manufacturers  in  the  district  and  all  Ice  Cream  sold 
in  the  shops  is  pre-packed  and  of  well  known  proprietary  brands.  50  shops 
were  registered  for  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955 
and  these  are  inspected  regularly.  Ice  Cream  vans  visiting  the  area  are  mostly 
owned  by  multiple  firms  and  are  of  modern  type,  with  satisfactory  washing 
facilities  for  drivers. 

FOOD  HAWKERS 

22  hawkers  are  registered  under  the  West  Riding  (General  Powers)  Act 
Section  76,  and  10  premises  used  for  the  storage  of  food  for  hawking.  The 
use  of  vans  for  hawking  and  selling  of  food  continues  to  grow  and  whilst  the 
standards  of  hygiene  and  construction  are  not  as  stringent  as  those  appertaining 
to  fixed  premises  such  as  shops  it  is  hoped  that  the  new  byelaws  relating  to 
these  vehicles  etc.  will  help  to  remedy  some  of  these  defects. 

Vehicles  used  vary  greatly  and  in  spite  of  the  progress  made  by  manu¬ 
facturers  in  their  design  many  of  the  smaller  type  traders  continue  to  make 
use  of  vehicles  concocted  from  old  lorries  and  vans.  The  tendency  now  however 
for  the  larger  multiple  firms  is  to  go  over  to  the  proper  made  vehicles  which  in 
most  cases  are  of  good  design  and  construction.  Frequent  changes  of  owner¬ 
ship  and  renewals  of  some  of  the  vehicles  continues  to  make  administration 
of  the  Act  difficult. 

SCRAP  METAL  DEALERS 

1 1  Scrap  Metal  dealers  are  registered  with  the  Council  in  accordance  with  the 
Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act  1964,  and  there  is  a  tendency  for  the  number  of 
persons  carrying  on  this  business  to  increase.  Whilst  this  compulsory  regis¬ 
tration  appears  to  be  only  for  record  purposes  it  does  provide  a  means  of 
checking  the  growth  of  eyesore  scrap  yards  and  making  sure  that  proper 
planning  permission  is  applied  for  and  granted. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

At  present  the  only  offensive  trade  which  is  operated  in  the  district  other  than 
fish  frying  and  a  limited  amount  of  fat  melting  by  butchers  etc.  as  an  ancillary 
to  their  main  business  is  one  of  fat  melting  at  Lindale  Lane.  At  this  factory 
the  animal  feeding  processing  plant  has  been  closed  down  and  there  is  no 
nuisance  arising  from  use  of  the  premises  which  whilst  very  old  are  kept  in 
satisfactory  condition  and  are  a  considerable  distance  from  any  houses. 


23 


The  Knackers  Yard  at  Kirkhamgate  continues  to  operate  on  a  small  scale, 
but  the  number  of  animals  being  brought  in  tends  to  reduce  and  make  the 
business  less  active.  With  the  closing  down  of  the  sterilization  plant  at  these 
premises  all  nuisance  has  ceased  and  the  premises  are  being  kept  in  satisfactory 
condition. 

FISH  AND  CHIP  SHOPS 

There  are  17  shops  registered  with  the  Council  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act.  During  the  year  20  visits  were  made  to  these  premises.  Generally  there 
is  a  good  class  of  shop  in  the  district.  Improvements  are  continually  being 
carried  out,  particularly  when  the  change  of  ownership  takes  place.  There  Is 
also  a  gradual  change  over  from  coal  fired  pans  to  gas  fired  ones. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS 

31  visits  were  made  to  factories  and  workshops  in  the  district  and  the  premises 
found  to  be  satisfactory.  The  number  of  premises  on  the  register  at  the  end 
of  the  year  was  30  with  and  1 2  without  mechanical  power.  One  complaint  was 
received  from  the  Factory  Inspector  during  the  year  and  this  was  attended  to. 


OFFICE  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  27  premises  employing  427  persons  registered 
with  the  Council  under  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1963. 

During  the  year  14  inspections  were  made  of  these  premises  and  defects 
and  deficiencies  noted  where  applicable. 

The  majority  of  the  premises  registered  are  only  small  premises  having  a 
small  number  of  employees  and  there  has  been  no  difficulty  in  bringing  them 
up  to  the  required  standard. 

Inspections  of  the  registered  premises  have  been  made  as  necessary  during 
the  period  and  the  appropriate  returns  made  to  the  Ministry. 

During  the  period  2  accidents  were  reported  as  required  by  the  Act  and 
investigated. 


ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENT  ACT  1963 

3  premises  are  registered  under  this  Act  with  the  Council  and  the  kennels 
Involved  are  all  in  satisfactory  condition  and  were  well  managed  up  to  the 
middle  of  the  year.  At  this  time  there  was  a  change  of  ownership  to  one  of 
the  Boarding  Kennels  and  since  then  these  particular  kennels  have  been  a 
source  of  nuisance  due  to  the  barking  of  dogs  during  the  holiday  period. 
The  ownership  of  the  kennels  again  changed  in  late  1966  and  it  is  hoped  that 
the  nuisance  will  not  re-occur  during  the  next  year's  holiday  period.  Un¬ 
fortunately  the  licence  conditions  do  not  allow  refusal  of  renewal  because 
of  the  nuisance  from  noise. 
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SMOKE  ABATEMENT 


The  main  sources  of  industrial  smoke  in  the  district  continues  as  two  colliery 
chimneys,  three  brickwork  chimneys  and  three  small  factory  chimneys. 

The  main  sources  of  nuisance  from  the  industrial  smoke  are  the  brickwork 
chimneys  which  turn  out  considerable  quantities  of  smoke  of  varying  degrees 
at  regular  intervals.  Discussions  have  taken  place  with  the  management  of  the 
firm  who  now  advise  that  the  kilns  are  to  be  turned  over  to  a  new  form  of 
firing  within  the  next  five  years  as  part  of  a  programme  of  modernization  to 
the  whole  of  the  brickworks  under  their  control  and  that  in  the  meanwhile 
all  steps  possible  will  be  taken  to  limit  the  smoke  emitted. 

Grit  from  the  Colliery  yard  and  particularly  from  small  coal  stacked  for 
blending  purposes  has  been  the  source  of  complaints  from  residents  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  colliery  but  an  assurance  has  been  received  from  the  N.C.B. 
that  this  coal  Is  to  be  transferred  to  an  alternative  site  some  distance  from  the 
houses. 

The  great  reduction  in  the  number  of  coal  fired  trains  has  greatly  reduced 
the  nuisance  previously  caused  by  traffic  along  the  railway  line  and  this 
should  no  longer  be  the  cause  of  any  complaints. 

One  of  the  small  factory  chimneys  which  has  been  adapted  for  burning 
coke  occasionally  gives  rise  to  nuisance  due  to  neglect  on  the  part  of  the 
operator  but  this  is  only  on  rare  occasions. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  the  Council  commenced  their  Smoke 
Control  programme  by  instituting  their  No.  1  Smoke  Control  Area  which 
covered  880  acres  and  included  97  dwellings  together  with  4  Industrial  and 
commercial  premises.  The  details  of  the  area  have  been  submitted  to  the 
Ministry  and  confirmation  of  the  order  is  awaited.  If  confirmed  it  will  come 
into  operation  on  the  1st  October  1967  and  it  is  hoped  that  in  view  of  the 
general  public  demand  it  will  be  followed  by  further  and  more  extensive 
areas. 

In  addition  to  the  conversion  of  fireplaces  by  compulsory  means  the 
majority  of  new  houses  are  now  being  provided  with  heating  and  cooking 
facilities  other  than  solid  fuel  which  means  that  they  are  aUeady  smokeless 
units.  The  Council  have  also  continued  their  policy  of  replacing  the  old  fire¬ 
places  in  pre-war  Council  houses  with  tiled  fireplaces  and  independent  cookers 
and  in  new  properties  providing  them  instead  of  the  previously  preferred 
combination  fireplaces.  A  further  Indication  of  this  trend  is  also  seen  In  the 
difficulty  now  experienced  In  obtaining  spare  parts  for  the  combination  type 
of  fireplaces. 

26  observations  were  taken  of  the  various  chimneys  in  the  district  but  in 
spite  of  warnings  to  offenders  no  legal  action  was  taken  during  the  year. 

COLLIERY  TIPS 

Again  there  was  no  nuisance  caused  by  Colliery  tip  fires  as  there  has  been 
no  re-occurrence  of  fires  on  the  tips  which  in  the  past  caused  considerable 
trouble.  Tipping  has  been  carried  on  at  Parkhills  Colliery  on  a  small  scale  and 
no  nuisance  has  been  caused  by  this. 
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Red  shale  is  still  being  removed  in  large  quantities  from  the  Lofthouse 
Colliery  stack  in  Lingwell  Nook  Lane  and  it  would  appear  that  the  whole  of 
the  stack  is  to  be  removed. 

Tipping  appears  to  have  been  discontinued  on  the  larger  tip  in  the  Rothwell 
area  abutting  on  Lingwell  Nook  Lane  and  the  majority  of  the  Colliery  waste 
has  since  been  used  for  filling  in  the  abandoned  brickclay  workings  adjoining 
the  Colliery  yard  and  this  will  bring  the  land  eventually  back  into  use  and 
fire  risk  is  practically  non-existent. 

HOUSING 

Whilst  general  housing  inspections  and  complaints  investigations  continue  to 
take  up  a  considerable  amount  of  the  time  of  the  department  there  has  been 
a  reduction  in  these  items  due  to  the  continued  demolition  of  houses  which 
for  years  have  formed  a  reservoir  of  complaints  and  an  increase  in  the  percent¬ 
age  of  houses  now  owner  occupied  and  improved  so  as  to  make  them  satis¬ 
factory. 

The  chief  item  which  has  stood  in  the  way  of  getting  repair  work  to 
cottage  property  carried  out  has  been  the  continued  increase  in  the  cost  of 
repairs  and  this  has  resulted  in  deterioration  of  some  cottage  property  to  the 
state  when  condemnation  has  been  the  only  answer.  This  increased  cost  of 
building  repair  work  was  again  shown  in  the  cost  of  repairs  to  Council 
houses  where  the  £12  allocation  per  house  was  overspent  and  this  included 
very  few  items  of  improvement  to  existing  fittings. 

The  Council's  own  housing  department  which  controls  some  2,000  houses 
which  is  approximately  30%  of  houses  in  the  district  is  well  staffed  for  the 
repair  work  it  has  to  carry  out  and  the  only  labour  shortage  is  in  the  brick¬ 
laying  department  and  in  this  trade  it  is  necessary  for  some  of  the  work  to  be 
contracted  out.  Generally  speaking  all  the  Council  houses  are  well  maintained 
and  the  main  cause  for  concern  in  the  near  future  is  the  condition  of  the 
electrical  wiring  particularly  to  the  older  type  pre-war  houses  which  is  now 
showing  signs  of  extensive  deterioration. 

The  bonus  scheme  adopted  by  the  painters  has  continued  to  work  satis¬ 
factorily  and  it  was  not  necessary  for  any  re-painting  work  to  be  done  by 
contract  labour  during  the  year.  This  painting  by  direct  labour  is  at  a  lower 
price  than  could  be  carried  out  by  contract  and  the  standard  of  work  at  least 
as  good,  if  not  better.  The  increased  output  of  60%  —  70%  continued  during 
the  year. 

As  in  past  years  housing  inspections  have  not  been  carried  out  as  routine 
work  of  the  department  owing  to  shortage  of  labour  to  carry  out  repair  works 
and  the  inspections  have  been  confined  chiefly  to  where  Clearance  action 
was  contemplated  or  where  tenants  have  reported  defects. 

No  applications  were  received  during  the  year  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair. 

Only  17  houses  were  dealt  with  under  the  Slum  Clearance  programme 
during  the  year  this  being  due  to  the  very  slow  rate  of  house  building.  All 
these  houses  were  dealt  with  as  individual  unfit  houses  and  in  the  majority  of 
cases  by  agreement  with  the  owners  concerned. 
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Only  26  Council  dwellings  were  completed  during  the  yearv^hich  was  the 
same  number  as  last  year  and  the  42  during  1964.  These  were  made  up  of 
8  —  two  bedroom  type  houses,  6  —  three  bedroom  type  houses  and  12  —  one 
bedroom  type  flats. 

All  new  houses  were  again  let  to  tenants  of  condemned  houses  in  order  to 
attract  the  Government  subsidy  and  by  transfers  and  exchanges  it  was  possible 
to  go  some  way  towards  making  the  best  of  available  accommodation. 

60  re-lettings  of  Council  houses  during  the  year  were  as  follows:  15  to 
families  in  lodgings.  9  to  overcrowded  families.  17  aged  persons'  bungalows 
or  flats.  9  to  special  cases  and  10  to  tenants  of  condemned  houses.  During  the 
year  there  were  10  exchanges  of  tenancies  allowed  to  meet  the  requests  of 
various  tenants. 

The  total  number  of  houses,  flats,  and  bungalows  owned  by  the  Council 
at  the  end  of  the  year  was  1970. 

In  spite  of  the  1,073  houses  built  by  the  Council  since  the  end  of  the  war 
and  the  very  extensive  residential  development  throughout  the  area  there  is 
still  a  shortage  of  housing  accommodation  and  particularly  of  the  type 
available  for  letting.  Building  land  continues  to  become  scarcer  and  more 
difficult  to  obtain  and  the  greatly  increased  prices  are  now  beginning  to 
reflect  on  the  rents  which  have  to  be  charged. 

The  demand  for  Council  house  accommodation  has  remained  much  as  it 
was  last  year  but  it  is  noticed  that  applicants  are  now  becoming  more  choosey 
and  are  showing  strong  preferences  for  the  post-war  houses  which  have  the 
more  modern  fittings  and  appliances.  There  Is  still  considerable  under 
occupation  of  many  of  the  larger  type  Council  houses  and  this  can  only  be 
overcome  by  the  building  of  more  bungalows  or  flats  for  occupation  by  one 
or  two  persons  but  here  again  the  general  demand  for  this  type  of  dwelling, 
particularly  in  Outwood  area  has  increased  which  makes  it  more  difficult  to 
allocate  them  to  the  best  advantage. 

The  Wardens'  scheme  on  the  Council  estates  continues  to  be  very  popular 
and  during  the  year  a  further  centre  was  opened  on  the  Church  Lane  (new) 
Estate,  bringing  the  total  to  six.  This  centre  was  of  a  different  design  to  the 
other  five  and  was  constructed  along  with  the  two  bungalows  also  specially 
designed  for  aged  persons.  This  centre  offers  only  the  same  facilities  as  the 
others  but  the  general  arrangement  offers  three  more  rooms  and  Is  more 
convenient  from  many  points  of  view.  Five  visiting  wardens  operate  on  the 
estates  where  there  is  no  centre  provided  and  five  visiting  wardens  were 
appointed  to  cover  portions  of  the  area  for  persons  not  living  In  Council 
houses.  This  new  application  of  the  warden  scheme  appears  to  be  appreciated 
by  the  old  people  and  there  is  a  strong  demand  for  the  other  areas  to  be  covered 
to  be  extended. 
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The  Council's  application  list  at  31.12.66  showed  the  following  applicants 
for  Council  accommodation: 


In  Lodgings 
Not  in  Lodgings 
Bungalow  and  flats 
Condemned  houses 


60 

190 

240 

38 


528 


The  Council  are  proceeding  with  their  scheme  for  the  replacement  of  fire¬ 
places  in  their  pre-war  houses  at  a  rent  Increase  of  2/—  ppr  week  and  during  the 
year  43  such  conversions  were  carried  out. 

41  Improvement  grants  (Standard)  were  also  made  during  the  year  for  the 
improvement  of  older  type  cottage  property.  As  in  past  years  the  grants  in 
the  majority  of  cases  were  for  the  benefit  of  owner  occupiers. 

OVERCROWDING 

The  Council's  points  scheme  is  based  upon  bedroom  accommodation 
rather  than  total  room  accommodation  and  on  this  more  liberal  scale  10 
applicants  for  Council  houses  (but  not  including  persons  living  in  lodgings) 
were  living  in  overcrowded  conditions  and  7  families  occupied  houses  where 
there  Is  moral  overcrowding  due  to  lack  of  sufficient  sleeping  accommodation. 
Only  one  case  of  statutory  overcrowding  was  known  to  exist  and  this  was  the 
case  of  a  problem  family. 

CESSPOOL  and  SEWAGE  WORKS 

The  road  gullies  and  the  15  cesspools  in  the  district  have  all  been  cleansed 
regularly  by  the  Council's  750  gallons  mechanical  gully  and  cesspool  emptier. 
The  machine  has  continued  to  be  loaned  to  Ossett  M.B.C.  Horbury  U.D.C. 
Garforth  U.D.C.  and  Royston  U.D.C.  thus  allowing  an  economical  service  to 
be  provided  for  all  the  authorities  involved. 

TENTS  and  CARAVANS 

Only  two  caravans  are  at  present  being  used  as  permanent  dwellings  and  whilst 
this  is  not  the  most  satisfactory  type  of  dwelling  the  two  in  question  have 
given  no  rise  for  complaint. 

The  temporary  use  of  the  sites  at  the  White  Hart  Inn,  Lingwell  Gate  Lane 
and  the  Drum  &  Monkey  Inn,  Outwood,  has  been  less  this  year  than  last  year 
but  due  to  the  construction  of  the  new  motorway  at  Kirkhamgate,  this  part 
of  the  area  has  been  full  of  caravans  for  use  of  the  Contractors'  staff  and  these 
have  created  trouble  on  occasions. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  latter  sites  will  be  cleared  early  next  year  when  the 
roadway  should  be  completed. 
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VERMINOUS  PREMISES 

The  houses  of  persons  allocated  Council  house  tenancies  are  inspected  prior 
to  removal  and  are  sprayed  where  necessary  with  insecticide.  This  is  found  to 
be  required  only  on  very  rare  occasions  and  in  fact  it  has  not  been  necessary 
for  almost  two  years. 

The  use  of  foundry  sand  as  a  covering  material  on  the  tip  has  kept  it  clear 
of  flies  and  crickets. 

153  properties  were  treated  for  the  eradication  of  rats  and  mice,  the  only 
major  Infestations  being  on  the  refuse  tip  and  sewage  works. 

All  complaints  respecting  rats  are  attended  to  as  soon  as  practicable  and 
we  have  no  known  reservoirs  of  infestation. 

Labour  difficulties  also  made  sewer  treatment  impracticable  but  it  is  hoped 
that  this  will  be  possible  during  next  year  although  with  most  of  the  sewers 
running  full  it  is  a  difficult  job. 

URINALS 

The  three  new  toilets  at  Wrenthorpe,  Stanley,  and  Lofthouse  Gate,  were 
opened  during  the  early  part  of  the  year  and  whilst  they  were  greatly 
appreciated  by  most  of  the  members  of  the  public  they  proved  to  be  a  source 
of  constant  complaint  due  to  damage  by  the  more  destructive  members.  It  was 
eventually  found  necessary  to  have  the  washbasins  removed  due  to  these 
frequent  acts  of  vandalism  and  at  a  later  date  it  was  considered  closing  at 
least  one  of  them.  Adequate  arrangements  have  been  made  for  keeping  them 
clean  and  well  attended  to. 

The  other  two  urinals  were  kept  as  clean  as  possible  but  towards  the  end 
of  the  year  it  was  agreed  that  the  one  at  Outwood  was  so  badly  damaged  and 
incapable  of  being  kept  clean  that  it  should  be  closed. 

CLEANSING 

The  cleansing  of  the  district  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour  and  this  is  worked 
on  a  bonus  system  in  order  to  overcome  the  difficulty  anticipated  when  it 
became  necessary  to  increase  or  replace  retiring  staff.  The  bonus  system 
worked  well  during  the  whole  of  the  year  and  with  the  exception  of  the 
holiday  periods  refuse  collections  were  maintained  at  7  day  Intervals.  Bonus 
paid  to  the  workmen  during  the  period  averaged  approximately  40%  of  the 
standard  wage  rate  being  paid  but  this  was  more  than  offset  by  the  reduction 
in  staff.  In  spite  of  the  reduction  in  hours  from  42  to  40  hours  per  week  at 
the  commencement  of  the  year  the  staff  had  been  reduced  to  9  labourers  and 
3  drivers.  This  reduction  was  brought  about  by  normal  staff  retirement  and 
there  was  no  redundancy  in  the  department.  In  addition  to  the  reduction  in 
staff  and  a  more  frequent  collection  being  made  it  has  also  been  possible  to 
absorb  the  collection  of  refuse  from  the  many  new  properties  being  constantly 
built  throughout  the  area. 

The  transport  of  the  department  is  made  up  of  three  S.  &  D.  fore  &  aft 
tippers,  the  oldest  of  which  is  almost  14  years  and  is  due  to  be  replaced  early 
1967.  It  is  hoped  that  by  the  purchase  of  a  larger  type  machine  it  will  be 
possible  to  reduce  the  number  of  vehicles  required  to  two. 
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Disposal  of  the  refuse  is  still  concentrated  at  Ferry  Lane  where  it  is  intended 
to  make  playing  fields  on  the  tipped  area.  There  is  an  adequate  supply  of 
covering  material  In  the  form  of  foundry  sand  and  by  the  daily  use  of  a  small 
Bristol  tractor  it  is  possible  to  keep  the  tip  properly  covered  and  free  from 
nuisance.  Good  soil  is  being  recovered  from  the  basin  where  the  tipping  is 
taking  place  and  this  will  be  used  as  a  final  cover. 

There  has  been  no  complaint  during  the  year  respecting  the  management 
of  or  the  condition  of  the  tip. 

Like  most  other  Authorities  we  continue  to  be  troubled  with  the  roadside 
dumping  of  rubbish  and  old  furniture  which  has  to  be  dealt  with.  Fortunately 
the  main  trouble  Is  adjoining  the  disused  tip  at  Wrenthorpe  and  in  most  cases 
it  can  be  easily  and  quickly  removed. 

The  composition  of  refuse  continues  to  become  more  bulky  than  previous 
years  and  with  the  popularity  of  central  heating  more  and  more  bulky  articles 
which  were  previously  burned  are  now  disposed  of  by  way  of  the  dustbin  and 
there  Is  an  increasing  number  of  houses  in  the  area  requiring  more  than  one 
dustbin  in  order  to  cope  with  the  weekly  refuse.  This  is  also  aggravated  by  the 
discontinuation  of  salvage  some  years  ago  which  whilst  uneconomic  to  operate 
did  reduce  the  volume  of  refuse  having  to  be  disposed  of  at  the  tip.  During  the 
year  258  defective  dustbins  were  replaced. 

NOISE  NUISANCE 

Since  the  passing  of  the  Noise  Abatement  Act  and  the  publicity  it  was  given, 
people  are  more  conscious  of  noise  from  business  premises.  We  still  have  the 
complaint  respecting  the  noise  of  fans  from  a  nearby  broiler  house  and  also 
many  complaints  respecting  noise  from  Dog  Boarding  Kennels.  So  far  the 
Council  have  not  considered  the  former  serious  enough  to  take  action. 

PETROLEUM  SPIRIT  STORES 

24  licences  for  the  storage  of  petroleum  spirit  are  in  force  in  the  district,  the 
quantity  of  spirit  stored  ranging  from  25  gallons  to  250,000  gallons. 

Regular  visits  are  made  to  these  premises  to  ensure  that  the  regulations  and 
safety  precautions  are  being  complied  with. 

There  is  constant  modernization  of  the  premises  to  move  with  legislation 
and  trade  requirements. 

HAIRDRESSERS 

There  are  12  hairdressers  registered  under  the  West  Riding  (General  Powers) 
Act  1951,  Section  120.  We  have  no  byelaws  in  force  in  the  area.  The  premises 
are  kept  in  a  satisfactory  and  clean  condition. 

MISCELLANEOUS  TABLE 

Letters  sent  out  GENERAL  1,763 

Informal  notices  HOUSING  90 

I  remain.  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant 
D.  Walker 


< 


; 


i 


( 

$ 


II 


\ 

A 


4 


\ 


*4 


